TRANSITIONS help to guide the reader by highlighting relationships within the material being presented.  They are signposts assisting a traveler across an unfamiliar landscape.  Effective transitions also produce a “smoother” style.  However, be careful to select those with an appropriate tone.  “In short” and “so” 

suit an informal piece better than  “to summarize” or “thus.”  This same discretion applies to expressions like “as already mentioned” or “the challenges noted above.”

1) Vary the location of transitions.

The furniture that we shipped also arrived in terrible condition.

Also, the furniture that we shipped arrived in terrible condition.

The furniture that we shipped arrived in terrible condition, also.

2) Often the writer can replace plain “the” with “that,” “those,” “these,” “this,” and “such.”  “Such issues” is much more connective than “the issues.”

With a clear referent or antecedent, these same “pointer” words can operate as pronouns.


The audience exploded with rage.  This surprised no one.


I’m sorry I can’t sell any more tickets; that was my last pair.

3) Other pronouns, too, can hold things together and prevent needless repetition.

The pilots saw no sign of wreckage, so they returned to base.

My neighbors suddenly sold their house along with all its furnishings.

4) Sometimes a key word can be purposely repeated; other times, try to 

      achieve variety by using its various forms and suitable synonyms.

Oddly enough, retirement can pose more problems for the spouse

than for the retired person.  For a person who has been accustomed 

to a demanding career, retirement can mean frustration and boredom.  

These feelings might pressure one’s partner to provide challenges 

at home equal to those of the workplace.  Often such expectations will 

disrupt the spouse’s well-established routine.  Another problem arising 

after one retires concerns the loss of social contact with former colleagues. …



Many fallacies about suicide persist.  One false idea is that the person



who talks about suicide never follows through.  In fact, however, about



three out of every four people who take their own lives notify others  

beforehand.  Another misconception claims that the suicide is a poor or

downtrodden individual.   Poverty, though, actually seems to be a deterrent 

to self-destruction rather than a predisposing factor.  A final myth involves ….

Hint:  As part of planning an essay, be sure to search both a dictionary and a 

         good thesaurus to collect alternative synonyms for key words bound to   

                    reappear. This practice not only facilitates later writing, it may also 

                    provoke some fresh ideas on the matter at hand.

