“Antaeus” Activities







NAME _____________________-

A) In one passage the author, Borden Deal says, “This was his grass, too, and not to be desecrated.”  In another passage, the writer says this about the tarred rooftop: “We looked down at the bare sterility of black tar…”

Look up the words desecrated and sterility in a dictionary, and answer the following questions:

1. What word means the opposite of desecrate?

2. If a church is desecrated, what has happened?

3. By using this specific word, what does the writer suggest about TJ’s feelings for his grass?

4. What word means the opposite of sterility?

5. Could TJ’s grass and garden be described as sterile?  Why?

6. By using the word sterility, what does the writer suggest about the way the boys feel about the city setting?

B) Assign a title to each “third” of the story.

Beginning  

The middle section begins on the last paragraph on page 121.  

The last section begins on the first paragraph on page 125.  

C) READ:

“My short story “Antaeus” has a strange history.  Though it has been reprinted far more often than any other of my nearly one hundred short stories, it took me ten years to get it published the first time!  True.  It was turned down by every quality and popular magazine in the country, not once but two or three times.  Then, on re-reading the story after a year or so, I’d like it all over again, and I’d send it around once more.  After a long ten years, the story was finally published by one of the country’s finest literary magazines, and the next year it was reprinted in the annual collection called The Best American Short Stories.  Since then, the story has appeared in hundreds of textbooks and anthologies on every level, from grammar school to college.  So you see, when you believe in something, it pays to keep the faith and be persistent  -- just as, in the story, TJ is persistent in his faith and feeling for the earth.”

-Borden Deal

